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always full to capacity : those who could not squeeze
themselves in it, were satisfied to sit on the outside
verandah and meditate there, or listen through the doors
and windows to any talks taking place inside. In 1946
when the celebration of the Golden Jubilee of the Master's
arrival at Tiruvannamalai attracted a vast congregation
from all parts of the world, a temporary shed covered
with palm leaves and open on three sides to the North of
the Hall was made available. It came to be known as
the Jubilee Hall. This, however, served as the darsan
Hall till 1949, when the large stone-built Hall attached to
the Mother's temple was completed and inaugurated.

DISCIPLES

In the body of this book the names of some disciples
have been mentioned in brief sketches to illustrate the
individual appeal the Master had for each of them. But
those were by no means the only ones who had stories
worth telling. Actually each devotee had his or her inte-
resting story peculiar to his or her circumstance.

As the tide of devotees rose to considerable propor-
tions after 1935, an attempt to single out any one of them
for this record would be highly misleading if not also
invidious. For now the foreigners came in appreciable
numbers, and there has hardly been any civilized country
which has not been represented at one time or another by
a visitor. Even at this hour a few of them still remain
tied to the place, which they find to be one of the sanest
in this crazy world, and where the sacred remains of their
Divine Guru continue to scintillate with spiritual power
and peace. Almost all of them own the houses in which
they live.